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The answer to the question ‘What is Symbolism?’, if deeply understood, has been known to
change altogether a man'’s life; and it could indeed be said that most of the problems of the

modern world result from ignorance of that answer.*
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3 Martin Lings, “The Quranic Symbolism of Water” in Symbol and Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Cambridge: Quinta Essentia, 1991),
pp-67-82.
4 Martin Lings, “The Quranic Symbolism of Water” in Symbol and Archetype: A Study of the Meaning of Existence (Cambridge: Quinta Essentia,
1991), p. vii.
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To sum up what his function was, one might say that it was his function, in a world
increasingly rife with heresy and pseudo religion, to remind twentieth century man of the
need for orthodoxy which itself presupposes firstly a divine intervention, and secondly a
tradition which hands down with fidelity from generation to generation what Heaven has
revealed. In this connection we are deeply indebted to him for having restored to the world
the word orthodoxy in the full rigor of its original meaning, that is, rectitude of opinion, a
rectitude which compels the intelligent man not merely to reject heresy, but also to
recognize the validity of all those faiths which conform to those criteria on which his own

faith depends for its orthodoxy.6
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°Gai Eaton, “Martin Lings Islamic scholar concerned with spiritual crisis” in The Guardian, Fri 27 May 2005

(https://www.theguardian.com/news/2005/may/27/guardianobituaries.obituaries).

©Martin Lings, “Introduction” in 7he Essential René Guénon Metaphysics, Tradition, and the Crisis of Modernity, edited by John Herlihy (Bloomington:

World Wisdom, Inc. and Sophia Perennis, 2009), pp. xvii- xxvii.
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Dr. Lings substantiated his arguments with verses from the Quran. It was evident to me that
the outward and apparent meaning of the verses he cited affirmed what he said but his
interpretation was certainly not the classical view of the verses as understood by the

accepted exegetes of the Quran throughout Islam’s history.”

O Lasol —2opa il dic gamma Cpasdn—ciiumoll Anily Suadl 8Vl L fasly
116518 2ol e Joal o0 «(The Meeting Place) "cLalll

For man's first nature is a meeting place

Where two worlds intermingle, yet are not joined:
Towards the Infinite is turned his face,

And winged ones from the soul fly out beyond,
Nor come they back save yet again to go,

Drawn by the inward Deep. The Heavens respond:

Tides of the Spirit flow and ebb and flow.®

&l

TS
Ve Hlaad !
25.3.2020

7Hamza Yusuf, “A Spiritual Giant In An Age of Dwarfed Terrestrial Aspirations”, Q@ News, no. 363, June 2005, pp. 53-58, 55.
8 Martin Lings, Collected Poems Revised and Augmented (Cambridge: Archetype, 2002), p. 56.
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Martin Lings, A Sufi Saint of the Twentieth Century, p. 134, note 1.
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