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Abstract

In this study we deal with one of the most
prominent left-wing African American thinkers, who
is the philosopher, writer, critic, actor, and singer
“Cornel Ronald West,” the author of the “American
invasion of philosophy” and described by his pro-
fessor, “Richard Rorty,” as a “patriotic” and “reli-
gious” thinker. And romantic.

The study presents three levels that we see ex-
pressing his philosophy:

First: prophetic pragmatism.

Second: The philosopher’s concept of demo-
cracy.

Third: the problem of racial discrimination,
“black nihilism,” and the recent development of his
philosophy.

Keywords: Pragmatism - Theology - Democracy -
Racial Discrimination - Nihilism.
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(4) West, Prophetic Reflections Notes on Race and power in
America. 1993 p. ii, p. viii.

(5)West, Prophesy Deliverance, An Afro-American Revolu-
tionary Christianity, [Philadelphia, Westminster 1982], p. 16
(6) Yancy, Geogre. Cornel West: A Critical Reader [Ed, Black-
well Publishers LTD 2001], p. 7, 300.

(7) West, prophesy Deliverance, p.12

(8) West, Ibid, p12.

(9) West, Ibid, p.12
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(1) West, Cornel. Prophetic Reflections, Notes on Race and
Class in America, vol.2 (Monroe, 1993) p. viii.

(2) West, Cornel. West Reader [Basic Civitas Books, 1999],
p. 19-20.

(3) Yancy, George. Ibid p. 21
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(6) West, The American Evasion of Philosophy, A Genealogy
of Pragmatism, p201

(7) West, Prophesy Deliverance, p.15
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(9) West, Ibid.
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me Saudi Journal o Philosophical Studies 148

alsy detie gu s yei J glbs ¥ el LS gl
sailty odguh sl Ji5 o pidadl bl Gl
«iugiilly Slaply spsdly (ogesl dysin sa>lg dalS &
Aodgad 0ligSo deyl crug gdy Blhadl cin §a>as o

(o yl=o

g=9 Discernment dibally ol ol el -
Je yolod) gozlly dzull wan Julsu Wl puass dulsol

silg connection as)lully 8ylally bulydl Gl 3l -

o9 sympathy dulasgll aSladly wbledl o go3 JI et

bl el 63 0% of aplias Las Lol (3 s3dias aluse
” op33l ol o

tracking «3loily Lyl =i el el -

clag @luiudl pacg =il lie alolgeg hypocrisy

sobill sa Lighion ol glell gos Gl 28l puady g5u e
«@3ball of gusuall

deloandl dgldl JI yunde hope «Jodly il 3l -
& ovislly dia pan isuug pledl Bagrus @l ayaddly
ooldl paer gmong rindl clacl doglaon ga Jodlls « )l
ael) ($oi lo JS J=d asbly colgall d=d Je il 608 (o
8)go 0iiS $J| a8l doglaong wdplusgl dossd a4 ‘nl.5_<3_1|
gl &S dxlol gl Gasasdl gisull g lia olg .«
O guse

yolod) Grae Judony Ungs egdde godoull gopSalls
oloy Pi o2y Gl g=ll e oSy (ol g6 e
»odl glen loaic Wy =8l aulul go puosdl Lalgil
&l @selly JI oluis¥l duzgi paule imad clplly gladl giin
dsolly dg> o @Sl Joumog dxlaslh o Juass
@31 da>r oo galolly

«Jodly 9118 «Jodl il clazdl dlolger agile (8 hislg

& bhsadh JI 5818 «@3l> J8U Jud>or 3o palac Jhby
oian ol s e L2ins Lol sl pas
oy as JaiSs o) sl of 8,58y sloadl bl LSl
ABlisly 58 grat of oS zomall Jurall lin § mgllss]
SSall Je @l g JgS g =yl wligSll ol g8 Jeg
285§ lgoasiay ol ong) ooy @i Clgal puas Jowl
Lauly «diopll &Syadl dyaislhy ciwg JieS dany Lo
dagll o6 o3 oy Slizl aasilly dasuall Jlacdl bl
Olegoge wducloisdl saumdh dails e &A5 «dgundy
Sl €@ 8y Bgo «didgundly 0igs (Jud o lglalsas cils

(1) West, Ibid, p. 152, West, Prophetic Thoughts in Postmod-
ern Times, Vol. L.




149

@)LC@'@JlL&S ‘M|U|J«J|J.Lsu.olgw[wl,o$
«Ouadl $ puisll 23T e ol 1Sl 9 dosa> duliw

owlexly dlexbd) 0505 bin cuwg JijsS pld 289

Uler aslosll oda i Lo yuwan «ells asy pld o3 oupsT

&0 )5on u@gl wlgigm Lo 3> Jlg «guing « o= Jio
«alasll)

Yo go fS1 zwad ol ddawd! dsleshl) oIS Lo I3ls
ol Lasss 1o ly @dlatll ysloadl (§ Josl) gg.890
40085 duclaixl dS)> ogli ol lade old oSSy glas
Sl o goill lig) aygradly daeull bopadl s>lg ddguy
oSl (8 D98 Aoy Ay Olulos @livl ga duclaidl
lugloll 0in Jin) At gog axlully wlelly Luslily
oS dsclaisdll aSyonl) Jaimll yaml of6 Sadl golll 6
1835 Jlaslg o0 dad ebgudl &Sl Joudl Zlisdl 6
il gyl § ool 8 Bslonig 49 sl yisT ol Lot
Al UJgJ.u)ﬂ ZLD.JJ B g8 ‘g;-i)-“gl éJJLL” & Loyyg
Olasciy s cdanss gl 9 cebiguul

Gy JeS a3 & Ml pugill &l 9l dlia Guds
«@ihds ligly Martin Luther King S 159 oijlor s
@S Jl i oS &b 888 JS vy JieS ob Lo
iS4 tebsgull dnsiSU ol i ol 3lazel a2 g
pledl Je 8318 dpuliw 898 JI «@gupdl dlozldh ig>s
Syl b e lia 3881 Crungd «duonsill ducloi=dl &S5l
ao1dy ol Sad Lo sl 0185 Lol sy lasld gl duclaidl
@@l e gl Blonhl) golisll 51l

Wilaxly oS0 o) @i ol iy g ol go eylig
RS, Esdl ok dg=>g rag.:‘..\.l.] C.\g,o.xs Aoty il Y] o
898 09$5 ol lgie @885 ol xSy ddaul Auilashl Gl Lgus
gl 2l o Gi o)l dolel pens @led Al
lajjsi

sody ) palu il joll Moy (S 1as) S aah

any ol ddewl slexhd) gubewdl goracll (& pjsng
oo i ohlbudlly clalbull cyin 16 dloladl sl
ol jgo coes daus)l pe daliddl doglall Lg «@_\jl.i”»
Je Lay>g lial gaidl 6% of aro Je ziuS 231 288
e 33T 189 ablyaoynlly slglully d3y>Jb dolsdl dlol alis

6) West, Ibid, p. 233.
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(9) West, Ibid, p. 234-235.
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(1) Rorty, The Professor and the Prophet. Yransition, 52 1991
P.70-78 .

(20 Cowan, Resemary, Cornel West the Politics of Redemp-
tion (Blackwell publishers LTD 2003), p. 4.

(3) Cowan, Resemary, Ibid, p. 5.

(4) West, Evasion, p. 7.

(5) West, Ibid, p. 232-234.
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